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What is Curriculum

Curriculum – an umbrella term stating of the 

learning experience of children and young 

people in school. 

Curriculum purposes – What is being learnt 

and taught and what is expected to be learnt 

by the pupils.
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What is Curriculum
Curriculum framework – the documents that 

outline the structure of the curriculum and its 

purposes. This also usually includes the content to 

be taught – the ‘what’ of the curriculum.

Curriculum provision – the systems and structures 

in schools to organise teaching – for example, 

timetabling. This is the ‘how’ of the curriculum.
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Model of memory
Model of Memory The diagram below (Oli Caviglioli) shows how information is taken form the environment and stored into the working memory. 

Explanation 
Environment: Information is taken from the environment and attended to by the individual. This can include anything 

detected from the 5 senses. Stimulation from the environment can enter the working memory (whether we want it to or not –

think distractions)

Working memory: Our working memory is our mental space for thinking. Our aim is to support learners in attending to 

relevant information in the environment, processing that information and then transferring it into the long-term memory, 

where it becomes knowledge. 

Our working memory can be occupied by both things perceived in the environment, and also by what we already know in the 

long-term memory. However, the working memory’s resources are limited and we are only able to process a 2-5 things at one 

time. It is important to consider desirable difficulty so that we ensure as much learning can happen as possible. This means 

that an activity or conversation needs to be challenging enough to interest, but not evoke cognitive overload which might 

force the learner to give up.

Long term memory: Our Long-Term Memory’s capacity to store knowledge is vast and limitless. We can consider stored 

knowledge to be like webs of connections, which we call schema. The more knowledge we have, the larger the schema. The 

larger the schema, the easier it is for us to draw that information into our working memory. This is why it is so important for 

our curriculum to offer schema-building opportunities across year groups, across topics within our year groups and within 

topics (think retrieval)

It is important for us to support learners in increasing their knowledge retrieval and storage strength so that these procedures

are automated and therefore use up less working memory resource to achieve fluency.

Forgotten: If information in the short-term memory, and overtime in the long term memory, is not used, it will be forgotten. 

See the forgetting curve below for more information:
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Curriculum linked documents 

• Teaching and learning handbook    (Click here)

• Subject on a page documents   (Click here)

• English  (Click here)

• Maths (Click here)

• year group overviews (Click here)

• Subject progression documents 

• Science Geography   History PE PSHE DT Music
MFL Art Computing RE

• E.g of long term / medium planning      

• Yr3 Art Yr4 Geography – N/ D

• Yr5 History Yr6 RE

https://transformtrustcouk.sharepoint.com/Ravensdale-Staff/20242025/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewpath=%2FRavensdale%2DStaff%2F20242025%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&id=%2FRavensdale%2DStaff%2F20242025%2FTeaching%2FTeaching %26 Learning Handbook&viewid=6b058bd5%2D73cc%2D42cd%2D9048%2Da7c3a721fb3c
https://transformtrustcouk.sharepoint.com/Ravensdale-Staff/20242025/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewpath=%2FRavensdale%2DStaff%2F20242025%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&id=%2FRavensdale%2DStaff%2F20242025%2FLeadership%2F%23Subject Leads%2F3 Subject on a page 24%2D25&viewid=6b058bd5%2D73cc%2D42cd%2D9048%2Da7c3a721fb3c
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=English&pid=41
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Mathematics&pid=42
https://transformtrustcouk.sharepoint.com/Ravensdale-Staff/20242025/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewpath=%2FRavensdale%2DStaff%2F20242025%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&id=%2FRavensdale%2DStaff%2F20242025%2FTeaching%2FCurriculum%2F24%2D25 Curriculum overview&viewid=6b058bd5%2D73cc%2D42cd%2D9048%2Da7c3a721fb3c
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Science&pid=43
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=23&type=pdf
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=History&pid=46
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Physical+Education&pid=51
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Personal%2C+Social+and+Health+Education+%28PSHE%29&pid=55
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Design+Technology&pid=48
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Music&pid=52
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=PMFL+%2D+French&pid=50
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Art+and+Design&pid=49
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Digital+and+Online+Safety&pid=45
https://www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk/page/?title=Religious+Education+%28RE%29&pid=53
https://transformtrustcouk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/Ravensdale-Staff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc={A3944E68-1612-428A-BE40-C4C08D39A086}&file=Art%25
https://transformtrustcouk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/Ravensdale-Staff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc={8903E738-EA40-4051-9724-EA67C65B1302}&file=Natural Disasters.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://transformtrustcouk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/Ravensdale-Staff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc={E90FE8C7-D7AD-402C-83BA-B8F14FFA9537}&file=Victorians and the Industrial Revolution Planning.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://transformtrustcouk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/Ravensdale-Staff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc={BF57A68A-08AB-4D46-B954-3481C00CEF36}&file=Belief planning.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true

